Surgical materials and wound closure techniques.
Recent innovations in surgical materials have helped to enhance wound healing and protect surgical wounds from infection. Materials such as polyglyconate have been evaluated in equine tissues and found efficacious. Other materials, such as poliglecaprone 25, appear to have qualities useful to equine surgery but are untested in equine tissues. Care must be taken to fully evaluate a new surgical material because its usefulness in equine tissues may not match that in human or laboratory animal tissues. Furthermore, use of disposable materials in surgery, although considered ideal for maintenance of sterility, may come under more scrutiny in the future as environmental issues gain prominence. We tend to reserve disposable materials for prolonged procedures and for procedures that carry high risk of failure if infection develops.